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Queft. 1. Hether it be a Sin, and of what Na- 
ture, to procure Abortion, where the 
Perfon is other wife inevitably ruin'd ? 

An{w. Unddubtedly ’tis a Sin, and a moft barbarous 
one, and that of Murder, if it be fo to deftroy a Per- 
fons Life to fave our own Honour. If ’tis faid, that there 
may yet be no Life, tisanfwer’d, that this can’t be prov’d, 
for it may be there long enough before "tis perceiv’d ; 
and befides, there mutt be Life'as foon as the rationab 
Soulis united to the matter, which as we have formerly 
prov’d, muft be in the very inftant of Conception, O- 
therwile Man does not generate Man. The Perfon cor- 
cerned, now fhe has brought her felf into fo miferable 
1 Condition, muft then choofe whether of the two, her 
Soul or her Body fhe had rather ruine. 

Queit. 2. I read of fome Philofophers that deny’d there 
wis any [ue thing as Motion; the beft reafon I coud 
find any of “em give for their Opinion, was this, that Mat- 
ter being infinitely divifible, anda leffer part of Matter 
being to be meafirr’d before a greacer, therefore Motion 
was impotiible: Pray your Opinion of it, and how ist pof- 
fibleto anlwer this Objection, fince we find matter of Fat 
contradict it, but not our Reajon ? 

Anfw. Yes, our Reafon and Senfes too afcertain us 
that there is fuch a thing aS Motion; and the fallacy of 
the abovelaid‘Argument, thé very. fubtle,may be anfwer'd 
thus ; sad mealures Infinity: But to explain this, thefe 

‘d Motion, went upon this Princi- 
ple, A part is lefs than the whole. As tor Inftance, fup- 
poled fee the firft Figure) I wasto walk or move from 

‘e gtok, or fromthe line ¢ to 
the line 4, fince a part of 
any thing is meafur’d before 
the whole, Imuft pafs thré 
the line b before I can ger 
to the line 24, and before I 
can come at 61 mutt go 
thréd d, and before I can 
reach d, I muft come at e, 
and before I can get to e, 
I muft get the halt way to 
it, and fo on ad infinitum, 
becaufe Matter is infinitely 
divifibfe, and nothing is fo 
{mall,burthat it may be divi- 
ded again. Thus thefe Gentle- 
men argue, and thé we ap- 
prove this part of their Ar- 
guinent, and grant that mat- 
ter is infinitely divifible, it 
puzzles not the Cale, but 
helps on with the Solution ; 
for as the Matter to be mea- 
fur'd is-infinitely divifible, 
fo the matter meafuring is 

infinitely divifible, and the 
application of Infinity to In- 
finity, is as Natural as the 

application of what we call finite to fomething elle of 
the fame {pecies. But ’tis not only Motion that falls un- 

der this Topic of Immenfurabiliry, but time, place, and 

every thing elfe in this World, and Perfons may fay 

what they pleafe about the unintelligibility of the Na- 

ture of God, Spirits, Souls, cc. and think every thing 

eile plain and eafie, when there’s really as great a dif- 

ficulty in the Nature of the moft gro{fs Corporeal Be- 

ings, for all Matter is in ics felf potentially Infinite, and 
the Ideas we have of Marier being finite, or limited, its 

ImpoTible to comprehend its Nature, as the Ingenious 
Hnderftanding has very well ob- 


, 


fery’d 


Queft. 3. We often hear of Mealuring the Earth, althé 
tis certain that there are many ivregulur Mountains and 
Vallies whith deftroy its roundne{s ; nay, and fome perfons ve- 
ry well skill'd in Navigation, have im their Northern Sail- 
ings gone (0 far, that their Calculations were'df no ufe, or ve- 
ry little, as to the hour of the day and night, 8a which has 
made "em to conclude that the Form of the Earth is not (o 
round af believ’'d : But on (uppofition it were, what certain 
demonftrations do you find for the Menfuration thereof ? 

Anfw. The digreffion about the irregularity of the 
Terreftrial Globe may be confidered by us at fome o- 
ther time, we fhall only at prefent anfwer the Quefti- 
on of Meafuring the na Suppofition that it is 
really round ; tor the gre Mountains in the Wor'd 
are very inconfiderable, and bear not that proportion 
to the Earth as a fmall Wart does to a ?"ins Body. 
The Methods that have hitherto bin made /e of to cal- 
culate the bignefs of the Earth, are twc viz. either 
in finding out its Diameter or Circumference. As to»the 
firft, Maurolicus demonftrates it fromthe 37 Prop. of 
the 3d. Book of Euclids Elements ; or, which is all one, 
from the 6th. of the 22. Book, (as in Figure II. in Margin.) 
Suppofe A the top of a Mountain, whofe height is 
known, looking from A to B along the extremity of 
the Earth, the Angle B AC is made bya Plumb-line 4 
C, and then the length oftiic jine.4 Bis fuund by Tri- 
gonometrical Calculation, which fquar’d and divided 
by. A D, the heighth of the Mountain there remains, 
De che Diameter of the Earth. See the demonftration 
hereof in the aforefaid Propofition. As for the Cir- 
cumference of the Earth, Eratoffienes demonftrates how 
it may be done, in 29 Prop. 1 Book of Euclid, which 
fays, If 4 right Line fall upon two Parallels, the Alcernate 
Angles fhall be equal, (asin Figure III. in the Margin ) 
the Exterior Angle {hall be equal to the Interior and oppojite, 
and the two Interior Angles on the {ame fide fhall be equat 
to two right Angles. Now, fuppofe Alexandria in Egypt, 
atthe point B, and Syena, where the Sun isin his Ze- 
nith at the Solftice, at the point A, where let the Style 
B C be ereéted perpendicular to the Horizon, and let 
DF, EC betwo Rays proceeding from the Suns Cen- 
ter ( when in the Solftice ) whichare parallel between 
themfelves, let D A that Ray of Light, perpendicular 
to Syena, be iuppofed to be continued to F the Center 
of the Earth. Now having obferv’d at Alexandria, the 
Atigle G C B, which is made between the perpendicular 
CB, and the Ray of Light EC: I fay, thole Rays being 
parallel the Angles are equal from the above Propofiti- 
on. Now the diftance betwixt Alexandria and Syenz 
being taken in Degrees, the proportion is — If fo many 
Degrees give fo many Miles, what fhall 360: Thus Des 

Chales uponthe ufe of that Propofition. 

Quelt. 4. A certain Carpenter in Southwark was found 
dead to all outward appearance in the Neighbouring Fields, 
( this was in the Sickne(s Tear ) and was brought to be bu- 
ried in St. George's Parifh Southwark, was put intoa Cof- 
fin, and lay, that Night unburied. in the Church, in the dead 
time ofthe Night the Watch going their Rounds ejpies ana- 
ked Man fiiting upon the Wall of the Chureh, they took him 
down, carried him toa Neighbouring. houfe, and put bim to 
Bed: He was let Blood, and with other helps recover’d, and 
liv'd two years after, but was obferv’d never after to cas a 
Shadow in his walking as others do by the Sun-beams : Query, 
yout Opinion of the matter. 

Anjw. As forthe former part of the Relation, we 
don’t queftion the probability of it, having our felves 
maty certain Inftances of like Nature > Buc as‘ for his 
not cafting a Shadow, as other perions do, we ean’t ad- 
mit the Truth of it, being ablolutely contradictory to 
Reafon and Philofophy; thofe chat plead for it, ought 
to give aa Account who and what thofe Perfons eM 
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that ebferv'd his not cafting a thadow, before we can 
be periwaded of fucha thing; for however unreafona- 
be the Relation.is, this we are certain, ‘tis very unreafo- 

leto feek for 2 Reafon of what has not a being, 
further than in Fancy. 

Queft. 5. There was 2*Queflion font to you about three 
quarters of a Year fince, to this effect : Whether there 
were apy two Perfons in the World that have an equal 
Number of Hairs.oatheir Head > Trough tis a Master 
of no great Confequence, yst there's 2 Curiofity in't worthy 4 
Mathematicians thought, of which we underfland your Socie- 
ty bas now an Eftablifht Member, as we are certain 
fome thing -lasely done, and more promifed. 

Anfw. That there are more Men in the World than 
Hairs upon any Man’s Head, is very certain ; perhaps 
according to Sir William Pettit’s Account, Londow may 
have more Perfons in it than any one has Hairs on 
his Head; but allowing that the Number of Perfons 
in the World exceeds the Number of Hairs any one 
Man has, ‘tis demonftrable there are an Equal Number 
of Hairs, thus : Suppofe no Man had above twenty 
Haits, and the Number of Men in the World was but 
twenty one, (for the fuppofition is the fame as if we 
went to Millions ) then we'll fuppofe the firft Man had 
but one Hair on his Head, the fecond two, the third 
three, and fo on to twenty, in this order, x, 2, 3; 4; 
Ss 6, 7; 8, 9, 10, IT, 12, 13, 14, IJ, 16, 175 18, 
19, 20. Now no Man being to have above twenty 
Hairs on his Head, ( for the Number of Hairs does not 
exceed the Number of Men ) let the Querift fay what 
Number of Hairs the one and twentieth Man fhall have, 
and he'll find it. impoffible not to Name fome already 
Named ; as for inftance, if he fays 12, or 19, OF 3, @¢. 
there being fome amongft thofe twenty Perfons that 
have already thofe Numbers on their Heads, by Conte- 
ao there will be fome that will have equal Num- 
ers. 

Queft. 6. I prefume the Fame of ( the reputed Prince ) 
Giolo, admired for bis Curious Paintings and Stainings up- 
on his Skin, hath long before this arrived to your Ears, and 
218 poffible your Curiofities may ere this have invited you to 
take a Perfonal View of bim: Pray favour me fo far, asin 
your Mercury to give me your Thoughts and Opinion of him, 
it being very fhrewdly {ulpetted that not only the Prince bim- 
felf, but his Story and Reputation is wholly a Cheat and 
Impofture ? 

Anfw. It has been the Caftom of many Nations to 
Paint : "Tis faid the Ancient Pids did the like, to ren- 
der themfelves terrible to their Enemies ; and fo to this 
day do many Barbarous Nations, with Clay-Earths, 
Juices, Oyls, «7c. And others to render themfelves 
the more amiable, Cut or Pink their Skins in Flowers, 
or Prick and Stain it in Variety of fhapes; as the Priefts 
now at Ferufalem prick the Reprefentation on the Arms 
of thofe Pilgrims that Vifit the Temple or Sepulchre 
of Chrift at Ferufalem : They no doubt learn‘d it of the 
Pagan Prieffs: And we to make Letters with Gun- 
Powder on the Hands. But this Prince, who might 
be fo Unfortunate to be a Prifoner, is now expoled 
with all the Coft. the Court in his Countrey could be- 
ftow upon the Skin, which is of extraordinary Art and 
Curiofity, where the Ladies may fee all the Varieties 
of Beauty-Spots on his Skin, the like has not yet been 
in England ; and if one was in thofe Countreys, it is not 
eafie to have that accefs to the Perfons of their Princes ; 
and this which is now to be feen can be no Impoftor, 
nor have any of.our Artifts as yet perform’d any thing 
fo extraordinary. 

Queft. 7. Gentlemen, Your Opinion is defited by the next 
Athenian Mercury, if 4 Gentleman and a Lady be {olemnly 
Contracted, and fhe be ferced by her Parents to Marry ano- 
ther Man, whofe Wife of the two is fhe in the Prefence of 
God ? 

An(w. There is Remedy inthis Cafe by the Law —— 
but, Fadtam Valet — The fecond Marriage is ftrongett, 
and her Crime is not fo bad, being forced; but there 
ought to be no furprize, Years of Difcretion and ma- 
ny things concurr to bring it up to a Solemn Contratt, 
which the Queftion feems to Propote. 

Queft. 8. Tou are defired to demonftrate the Nature and 


Latitude of the Duty of Reproving our Neighbour, in its {eves 
ral Circumftances, ama how todo it fo prudently and fincerely 
as thereby to Edifie and Reform him, and Di{charge our own 
Confciences ? ei? 

Anfw. To Blazon all the Vices we know of Men ip 
common Difcourfe, would conftantly bring a Man into 
Trouble to prove the truth, and that way cannot be pro. 
per to reclaim.a Vitious man, or to reprove him ; neither 
muft we {peak falfly of any Man,to detraét or defame hin : 
The way is privately to reprowe, and endeavour to 
reclaim him, where it is proper in our Stations; if he 
regards not this, there is no Perfon fo proper asthe 
Minifter of the Parifh whereunto he belongs, (fuppo- 
fing him a good cig and if he remains obftinate, and 
your private Prayers for him, and your publick Admo- 
nitions will not work upon him godly forrow, then 
acquaint the Communicants of the Parifh ; if that avai] 
not, look upon him as no Chriftian, but as a Heathen, 
then let the miny or moft Votes Excommunicate him, 
to reclaim him, not to ruine him in Goods or Eftate : 
and when he hath repented, then the Minifter to ab- 
folve him, and the other Members of the Church to 
reftore him, as Sr. Paul advifes in the Cafe of the Corin. 
thian Excommunicated by the Minifter and the People, 
being the Church at Corinth, | 


Several Queftions lately fent us are already An. 
{wered. | 


Adbertifements, 


C7 "THe Seventh Volume of the ATHENIAN GA- 

ZETTE is now Publifht, Refolving al! che moft 
Nice and Curious Queftions, proyofed by tir Ingen’. 
ous of either Sex, from Tuefday, May the icth. to Satin. 
day, Fuly the 9th. 1692. Pricezs. 6d. This Sevent’; 


Volume is neatly done up in Marble Paper, witha Ge- | 


neral Title, Preface and Index toit. Printed tor ebn 
Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey : Where is to be had 
the Intire Sett of Athenian Gazettes, andthe Supplements 
to em, and alfo the YOUNG STUDENTS LIBRARY, 
bound up all together, ( with the Alphabetical Table to thie 
whole Year ) or elfe in feparate Volumes, ( or finele 
Mercuries to this time. ) 


Heo. de Mayerne equit. aurati, Regis Britan. archia:, 

Praxis Medica. Seu morborum internorum praci- 

pue graviorum & Chronicorum Syntagma. Ex Acver- 

fariis Confiliis ac Epiftolis ejus tumma Cura ac Dilicen- 

tid concinnatum. Ex approbatione Prefidis & Cenio- 

ruw Reg. Col]. Med. Lond. Londini, Sumptibus Sm. 
Smith, ad infiguia Principis in Coemeterio D. Pauli. 


Ichardi Morton, Med. D. Regii Co!. Med. Lond. So- 

cil & Cenforis wuestaozi2: Seu Exercitationes de 

morbis univerfalibus acutis. Ejusdem Phthifiologia teu 

Exereitationes de Phthifi tribus Libris comprehenfa to- 

tumque opus varlis Hiftoriis illuftratum. Londin7, Iin- 

penfis Samuelis Smith, ad Infignia Principis in Coemete- 
tio Divi Pauli. 


i Life of the Reverend_Mr. Brand, with 
his Funeral Sermon, Written by Dr. 4s- 
nefley. Price Bound 1 s. 


WHe Second Part of Flores Intelleétuales, 
containing three Centuries more of Sce- 
leé&t Notions, Sentences and Obfervations,Col- 
kected out of feveral Authors, ec. Both Parts 
by Adatthew Barker, Minilter of the Gofpel. 
Both Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raves 
in the Poultrey. 


In the laft Mercury, for Anna Bullen read Fane S¢- 
mour. 
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LONDO N, Printed for Fonn Dunton at the Raven in the Ponltrey, 1692. 


